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A 17th and 18th century Western
style of interior design, furniture,
pottery, textiles, and garden design
that represents fanciful European
interpretations of Chinese styles.

In the first decades of the 17th
century, English, Italian and later,
other craftsmen began to draw
freely on decorative forms found
on cabinets, porcelain vessels, and
embroideries imported from China.

Encyclopedia Britannica

A Medici porcelain baby’s bottle
Louvre Museum, Paris.

The Casino of San Marco’s porcelain
manufactory was one of the oldest
successful attempts to imitate Chinese
porcelain in European history.

Soft Paste Porcelain, ca.1575-87.
Source, Wikipedia

2
‘)-:"-':'b
A

S

/\_r

Chinoiserie In History And In Our Homes Today

Porcelain is a ceramic made of a fine clay called kaolin. When mixed with other materials and fired at high
temperatures, kaolin produces a hard and durable ceramic.

The Chinese began the development of porcelain towards the end of the Han dynasty (25-222 B.C.). Our continued
use of the word “china” is still used today to describe porcelain. The coveted blue and white porcelain arrived in
Europe during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) and the result is known as blue-and-white Ming porcelain, or simply blue
and white.

The fascination with Chinese art and crafts on the part of Europeans resulted in a distinctive style of pottery which
came to be known as chinoiserie, a French term, when translated, means “in the Chinese style.”

Monarchs and the aristocracy were especially fond of chinoiserie, and it made appearances in the palaces of Louis XV
of France and King George IV of England.

“Luxury is in each detail.”
—Hubert de Givenchy

SCALAMANDRE DRAGON DANCE FABRIC
SCALAMANDRE

Now that | have shared its history, what does Chinoiserie have to do with today? Well, everything. From fabrics
to furniture, wall coverings, art and accessories, we are in love with the Asian influence within our homes, especially
traditional homes.

Three main motifs you often encounter:
Pagodas: used in nature scenes and extremely popular in fabrics and wall coverings

Foo Dogs: actually represent lions in China and are used in pairs, one female and one male, to represent yin and
yang, used to guard outside palaces and temples

Dragons: symbolize strength and good luck, a favorite of Chinese emperors

Chinoiserie is one of my favorite design elements; | use it in more traditional projects but I've also been known to
pair it with contemporary settings showcasing how timeless the designs really are. [ love blue-and-white, there is
something that is always so fresh, clean and relaxing about it. Itis a classic, ‘never fail' for decor and accessories.
Fortunately, this archetypal style will never end up as a “trend” or become outdated.
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BALLARD DESIGNS

Today, we are seeing a resurgence of the design with a more contemporary approach, using more colorful hues and
painterly and graphic styles as shown below.
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PAGODA GARDEN DAINTREE
Wallpaper Printed & Woven Fabrics/Wallpaper

ASIAN SCENIC GISELLE
Printed Fabrics/Wallpaper Wallpaper

THIBAUT DESIGN

KATHY ABBOTT INTERIORS
GRACIE OLIVE SILHOUETTE
GRACIE

Recently, | have been working with Los Angeles-based and
Indian-born mural artist, Kaveri Singh and her team.

A self-proclaimed autodidact, Kaveri studied the brushwork of Rembrandt, Renaissance masters, and the murals of
Tiepolo, while in Europe. Her experience working in a ceramic shop in L.A. twenty years ago was the beginning of her
transition into the world of interior design and the move from painting ceramics to decorating interiors with her fine art.
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KAVERI SINCGH
ARTWORKS

KAVERI SINGH ARTWORKS

Chinoiserie is a style you can use
as much or as little as you wish
and it will add an artistic fluidity to
aroom. | love the freedom of the
brush strokes in this Chinoiserie
Diptych from Horchow.

So elegant.

HORCHOW

My take on Chinoiserie:
Don't be afraid to mix this style in your home, it fits with so many other styles and periods.

Kind Regards,
Lauren Jacobsen Design

If you liked our newsletter and you want one exclusively sent each month click here to sign up. We promise no marketing lists, no spammy stuff,
just information you can really use. Or, if would rather control your own destiny for design advice you can check in and read my blog anytime.

CONTACT LAUREN JACOBSEN DESIGN AT
818.259.0175 PHONE | 818.763.0586 FAX | LJACOBSENDESIGN.COM
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https://www.horchow.com/Modern-Chinoiserie-Diptych/cprod138670085/p.prod?ecid=HCCS__GooglePLA&utm_source=google_shopping&adpos=1o1&scid=scplpcsku100100057&sc_intid=csku100100057&gclid=Cj0KCQiA7briBRD7ARIsABhX8aASrSgKw4Y-tNhI5SAR4v0b_ZDx9qhfWOpv9fLaw-NVwiWL7dpm1wIaAkdnEALw_wcB
https://www.horchow.com/
http://www.ljacobsendesign.com/
http://www.scalamandre.com/custom/chinois-chic.php?TYPE=DES&NEWDISP=200&SORT=O&SEARCH=chinois%20chic
http://www.scalamandre.com/custom/index.html
http://ljacobsendesign.com./
https://www.ballarddesigns.com/
https://www.ballarddesigns.com/
https://www.ballarddesigns.com/
http://www.scalamandre.com/custom/index.html
http://www.scalamandre.com/custom/index.html
https://www.thibautdesign.com/
https://graciestudio.com/
https://graciestudio.com/
https://www.kaverisinghartworks.com/
https://www.kaverisinghartworks.com/
https://www.kaverisinghartworks.com/
https://www.ljacobsendesign.com/signup-for-newsletter
https://www.ljacobsendesign.com/blog-lauren-jacobsen
http://www.ljacobsendesign.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lauren-Jacobsen-Interior-Design/184535258274505
http://twitter.com/#!/LJacobsenDesign
https://www.instagram.com/laurenjacobsendesign/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laurenjacobsen/

